ESTABLISHING GROUP NORMS
FOR DISCUSSION

Each of these lessons poses scientific and philosophical questions for students to consider and
discuss in a group setting. The included questions are meant to challenge students to reflect on moral
and ethical implications of scientific process and discovery and the meaning of natural phenomena.
This can be a new and challenging task for students (and teachers!) that can elicit strong emotions
surrounding deeply-held beliefs. We suggest setting group norms for discussion in your classroom
before your first group reflection. Following the process below allows students to participate in
generating these group norms and will produce the best result.

GROUP NORM-SETTING PROCESS

1. Before the group reflection segment of your lesson, separate students into
small groups of 2-4.

Ask students to brainstorm a few group norms (or group rules) that they think will
help foster a respectful and productive group discussion.

After 5 minutes, have each group contribute one group norm aloud. Record them on the
board or on a flipchart where they can be displayed for the duration of the discussion.

After you have gone around the room one time, ask for any additional group norms
that were not yet contributed and record them. Add your own norm(s) if needed.

Tip: If you plan on teaching multiple lessons from the Searching Lesson Plans with this same group,
keep your group norms for the next lesson!

SUGGESTED GROUP NORMS FOR DISCUSSION

Be honest and open as you share ideas and opinions.
Stay focused on the topic.

Listen actively without interrupting.

Allow everyone the chance to speak.

Constructively critique ideas, not individuals.

Put tech away during the discussion.
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